
Internal Security

Time: 11:00 am
Venue: Ground Floor
Discovery of India Building

Events At a Glance...

1

Cultural Wing

marazI saMgaIt naaTk mahao%sava
20th to 23rd August 2013, 
6.30 pm (Each Day)
Nehru Centre Auditorium

Lecture 

A  Special Space Science Lecture on 
Mars Exploration by Dr. Anita 
Sengupta, Project Manager, NASA Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory, USA. 

11 August 2013 at 3.00 p.m. 
Hall of Culture

Discovery of India Essay Competition 
for Students of Std. VIII & IX

Thursday, 15th August 2013
11.00 hrs to 13.00 hrs
Discovery of India Exposition
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To commemorate late Shri Y.B. 
Chavan's enormous contributions to 
national security, Nehru Centre 
examined the question of National 
Security by organizing seminars, in his 
birth centenary year.

Shri M.L. Sharma, Central Information 
Commissioner, presented his paper "Is 
there need for a comprehensive 
legislation to deal with matters of 
internal security."

An excerpt from the first part of his 
presentation was covered in the 
monthly newsletter for July 2013. 
Following are some of the excerpts 
from his presentation.

Public Order & Control of Crime

The State Governments have the 
constitutional mandate to maintain 
public order and control crime as per 
the process established by law. The 
Armed Forces of the Union may be 
r e q u i s i t i o n e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  
Governments in terms of section 130 
Cr. PC.

Organized Crime

Organized crime, however, stands on a 
different footing as it poses a serious 
threat to internal security. It has become 
one of the greatest challenges to the 
Indian society and polity. In the recent 
years, it has become a serious challenge 
to  the  economy as  wel l .  I t s  
characteristics have changed over time 
and several new organized criminal 
activities have also emerged in the last 
f e w  y e a r s .  O r g a n i z e d  c r i m e  
traditionally had its origin in urban 

centres but later made inroads into semi 
urban areas also. Of late, the organized 
criminal activities have also spread to 
the rural hinterland, as manifested in 
contract killings, kidnappings for 
ransom, cornering of contracts by mafia 
groups etc. While the influx of modern 
science and technology has given new 
tools to the criminal elements to 
perpetrate crimes with speed, 
efficiency and sophistication, the 
legislation and law enforcement has not 
been able to keep pace with the 
challenges posed by such syndicates. 
This has emboldened the criminal 
elements to pursue their nefarious 
activities with hardly any resistance. 
Mumbai the financial capital of India, 
has been in the grip of organized crime 
for a long time. In fact, there would be 
no gain-saying that organized crime in 
its modem, sophisticated form 
originated in Mumbai. The fact that the 
organized crime syndicates made a 
common cause with the terrorists in the 
serial bomb blasts in Mumbai in 1993 
has added a new dimension to the 
problem.

Terrorism

The most serious threat to India's 
internal security is terrorism. The 
problem of militancy, insurgency and 
left wing extremism may have distinct 
sociological or political under-
pinnings but for legal purposes, they 
are one and the same phenomenon. A 
terrorist act is a penal offence as 
defined in the statute, regardless of 
whether it has been perpetrated by a 
militant or a terrorist or insurgent or 
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What Nehru said...

English and the Indian Languages

There are certain risks and dangers in the 
Indian languages becoming autarkies or 
developing a separateness. We should 
fight any such tendency, but in fighting it 
we should try not to come in the way of 
their development. We should encourage 
their fullest development.  I believe it is 
through such development that the 
languages can come together. We shall get 
over the danger of linguistic separatism as 
long as we encourage the right tendencies 
and one language group does not try to 
impose its will on other groups.

August 7, 1959
contd. on page 2
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left-wing extremist. For the purposes 
of this paper, all these terms are 
subsumed under the rubric of 
terrorism.

Communalism and Caste related 
Violence

Communal and caste related violence 
results in deaths, injuries and 
destruction of property. The offences 
committed during the communal and 
caste conflicts are punishable under 
the Indian Penal Code and other 
statutes. In the wake of the Gujarat 
riots, the Central Government has 
been toying with the idea of enacting a 
special law to handle this situation 
under the title Prevention of 
Communal and Targeted Violence 
(Access to Justice and Reparations) 
Bill, 2011. The avowed objective of this 
Bill is to impose duties on the Central 
G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  
Governments, to exercise their powers 
i n  a n  i m p a r t i a l  a n d  n o n -
discriminatory manner to prevent and 
control targeted violence, including 
mass violence, against Scheduled 
Castes, Scheduled Tribes, religious 
minorities and linguistic minorities in 
any state.

It has been commented in responsible 
political circles that any communal 
trouble is a Maw and order' problem. 
Dealing with law and order is squarely 
within the domain of the State 
Governments. In the division of 
powers between the Centre and the 
States, the Central Government has no 
direct authority to deal with the law 
and order issues. Neither is it directly 
empowered to deal with them, nor can 
it  legislate on the subject. The Central 
Government's jurisdiction restricts 
itself to issue advisories, directions and 
eventually forming an opinion under 
Article 356 that the governance of the 
State can be carried on in accordance 
with the Constitution or not.

Illegal migrations

India is both a destination of and a 
source for illicit human trafficking. It 
is an attractive destination for 
unski l led  migrants  f rom the  
neighbouring countries, namely, 
Bangladesh and Nepal. There are 
estimated to be about 20 million 

migrants in India, including 15 million 
Bangladeshis; 0.16 million Tibetans; 
005 million Nepalese from Bhutan; 
0.03 million Sri Lankan Tamils; 0.03 
million Mynamaris and 0.02 million 
Afghans. Migrations from Bangladesh 
are estimated to be about 5 million in 
Assam and 8.1 million in West Bengal.

The Foreigners Act, 1946, provides a 
legal framework for identification, 
detection and deportation of illegal 
migrants/foreigners residing in the 
country'. In 1983, the Government of 
Assam enacted the Illegal Migrants 
[Determination by Tribunals] Act 
which placed the onus of proving the 
nationality of the illegal migrant on 
the person who made the complaint 
and not on the migrant, thus, 
encouraging illegal migrants from 
other states to move to Assam. This 
Act was, however, declared ultra vires 
by the Supreme Court of India. 
Consequently, the Foreigners Act, 
1946 was revived in the state of Assam. 
The Foreigners Act has proved to be 
ineffective to address this huge 
problem. Hence, there is need to enact 
a more effective law or suitably amend 
the existing one Besides, illegal 
trafficking also calls for effective 
border management and multilateral 
and bilateral arrangements with other 
countries to check influx of foreigners 
into India.

Corruption in Public Life

It may sound rather odd to cite 
corruption in public life as an internal 
security issue. Corruption is the 
mother of all evils. It is use of public 
office for private gain. It is endemic, 
with both horizontal and vertical 
spread. Corruption is not confined to 
lower bureaucracy; even the higher 
echelons of bureaucracy are in its vice 
like grip. Corruption is also rampant 
amongst the politicians who occupy 
powerful positions like ministers, MPs 
and MLAs. A former Chief Vigilance 
Commissioner has commented that 
corruption is anti-national, anti-
economic development and anti-poor. 
Suffice to say that corruption distorts 
investment priorities and leads to 
exploitation of the nation's natural 
resources to the detriment of the poor. 
Corruption in delivery mechanisms is 
said to be one of the root causes of ... Concluded

militancy. Corruption is delivery 
mechanisms is said to be one of the 
root causes of militancy. Corruption 
corrodes  the  e f f i cacy  o f  the  
Government and puts a question mark 
on its existence. The Prevention of 
Corruption Act,  1988 and its  
enforcement has not proved to be 
effective in curbing corruption. Nor 
have the investigating agencies, both 
at the Centre and in the States, 
acquitted themselves well in terms of 
their professional skills, diligence and 
impartiality. Frustration with the 
prevailing state of affairs has given 
rise to the Anna Movement for 
creating the institution of Lok Pal, an 
idea which lay in an embryonic stage 
during the last five decades.

In the Indian context, two questions 
need consideration: (i) whether 
Parliament has legislative competence 
to enact laws relating to internal 
security; and (ii) whether the 
legislation(s) should be piecemeal or 
there should be a comprehensive 
legislation on the pattern of the 
PATRIOT Act.

As regards the first question, as 
discussed here-in-above, terrorism, 
organized crime, illegal migrations, 
counterfeiting of currency and gun 
running from across the borders are 
not mere public order problems. They 
have inter-state and trails-national 
dimensions. The ratio of the Supreme 
Court judgement in Kartar Singh case 
applies to all these crimes. Hence, 
there is no doubt that Parliament has 
the competence to make these laws 
relating to these crimes under Article 
248 read with Entry 97 of List 1. Article 
253 and Entry 1 of List I could also be 
pressed into service, if need be.

Coming to the second question, it is 
common place that Parliament can 
enact legislation in piece-meal manner 
i.e. on Act to Act basis. On the other 
hand, it can enact a comprehensive 
legislation relating to all issues of 
internal security. A comprehensive 
legislation is likely to have more 
psychological impact as it would 
demonstrate the nation's resolve to 
combat the crimes in a concerted and 
coordinated manner.



NEHRU PLANETARIUM

SKY SHOWS : ‘Invaders of Mars’

Timings 

12 noon (Hindi) 1:30 pm (Marathi) 
3:00 pm (English)  4:30 pm (Hindi)

MONDAY CLOSED
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Lecture by Dr. N. Rathnasree

Dr. N. Rathnasree, Director ,Nehru Planetarium, 

New Delhi, India delivered a lecture as part of the 

Cultural Glimpses of Rajasthan, a week long 

programme on the topic “The Jantar Mantar 

Observatories and their modern day, potential as 

teaching Laboratories for basic Astronomy” on 24 

May 2013. We bring you here summary of her talk.

Jai Singh, the astronomer king who constructed the 

Jantar Mantar observatories early in 18 century, had 

two usages in his mind when he set out for the 

construction of these positional astronomy 

instruments. – One, he wished to have accurate 

instruments with which he could determine celestial 

positions with precision. And, two – he has also 

clearly stated his intention in building the 

observatory as a means of ensuring that the common 

citizen would find it easy to understand how 

astronomers do these observations. 

These instruments are like walking through three 

dimensional spherical trigonometry and they do 

bring basic astronomy alive to those who have a 

beginner's interest. It is very easy for anyone to 

appreciate the beauty and simplicity of celestial 

observations, using these instruments, once a little 

guidance is given by a trained astronomer. 

For the Delhi Observatory, the first public 

observations in modern times were taken with these 

instruments in March 2004 as part of educational 

activities related to the Transit of Venus. The 

observations consisted of measuring the maximum 

elongation of Venus just prior to its transit across the 

disk of the Sun. These observations, co-ordinated by 

Nehru Planetarium, New Delhi, were done 

successfully with reasonable accuracies, inspite of 

the fact that the markings on these instruments are 

missing. The instruments of the Jaipur Observatory 

are better maintained, and their usage for a 

gathering of a database of astronomical 

Contd....

observations to characterize the instruments, is a more easily 

feasible project.

The basic structures of the Jantar Mantar instruments are yet 

reasonably preserved. Whatever damage has happened to the 

instruments is mostly surface damage which can be repaired. The 

Jaipur instruments are the best maintained, although, there are 

concerns with respect to the maintenance, condition and 

sustained usage of all the four Jantar Mantar observatory 

instruments - those at Delhi, Jaipur, Varanasi and Ujjain.

The Observatories have the potential to be a live teaching 

laboratory. Any modern day student of Astronomy and 

Astrophysics would need to know the basics of positional 

Astronomy, and would do that learning very well, from these 

observatories. 

SPECIAL SPACE SCIENCE LECTURE

Nehru Centre cordially invites you to a Special Space Science 
Lecture on Mars Exploration by Dr. Anita Sengupta, Project 
Manager, NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory, USA. 

Date : Sunday, 11 August 2013 at 3.00 p.m. 
Venue: Hall of Culture, Discovery of India Building, 
Dr. Annie Besant Road, Worli, Mumbai - 400 018.

Dr. N. Rathnasree



Phases of the Moon (timings in IST hh:mm)

                                                                                              
  (Amavasya)                     (Shukla Paksha               (Poornima)                                                                                                                                                              
                                            Ashtami)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

New Moon                      First Quarter                   Full Moon  Last Quarter
(Krishna Paksha
Ashtami)

    07 Aug., 03:21               14 Aug., 16:26                    21 Aug., 07:14                 28 Aug., 15:05
                          

                                                    

STAR CHART FOR AUGUST 2013

Soon after the sunset, Saturn and Venus are 

now dotting the western sky, with Saturn 

well above the horizon and brightly shining 

Venus right below it. In between them but 

closer to Saturn is Spica (Chitra). On 10th of 

August thin lunar crescent can be spotted 

right next to Venus. On 12th it is right above 

Spica and then next day it is above Saturn.

We now have Jupiter and Mars well placed 

above the eastern horizon, just before the 

sunrise. As the time passes and the physical 

distance between these planets and the 

Earth decreases the planets, in particular 

Mars, would become brighter.

Mercury (Budha) moves from Gemini, the 

Twins (Mithuna) to Cancer, the Crab 

(Karka) on 7th and then to Leo, the Lion 

(Simha) on Aug 19. On 13th it passes 

through beehive open cluster.  

Venus (Shukra) moves from Leo, the Lion 

(Simha) to Virgo, the Virgin (Kanya) on 

11th Aug.

Mars (Mangal) moves from  Gemini, the 

Twins (Mithuna) to Cancer, the Crab 

(Karka) on 26th Aug.

Jupiter (Guru) remains in Gemini, the 

Twins (Mithuna).

Saturn (Shani)  remains in Virgo, the Virgin 

(Kanya) this month too.

The Sun moves from Cancer, the Crab 

(Karka) to Leo, the Lion (Simha) on 10th 

Aug.

The map shows slightly more sky than that will be visible  from a given 

location. Thus the map can be used elsewhere in India at 21:00 hrs Indian 

Time. Hold the chart vertically before your eye sand turn it until the 

geographical direction you are facing shows at the bottom of the chart.

(Disclaimer: The Indian names of the stars and planet, 

given in parenthesis for the purpose to remind the reader 

that India has a rich astronomical tradition. We do not 

subscribe to astrology.)
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Cultural 
   Wing

Review Kathak Darpan
Nehru Centre had organized a workshop on 
Kathak by Pt. Birju Maharaj for the students of 
Kathak Dance from 3rd June to 7th June 2013 at 
the Nehru Centre Auditorium.

In this dance workshop the students of Kathak 
Dance participated in large number from all 
over the country and learnt the intricacies and 
highlights of Kathak from the legendary 
Kathak Guru Pt. Birju Maharaj.

marazI saMgaIt naaTk mahao%sava
Nehru Centre presents 21st marazI saMgaIt 
naaTk mahao%sava.The Mahotsav will 

include:

Tuesday, 20th August 2013

saMgaIt svar sama`a&I
Produced by Bharat Natya Samshodhan 
Mandir, Pune
Written by Shri Vidyadhar Gokhale
Directed by Shri Ravindra Khare
Music by Pt. Nilkanth Abhyankar

Wednesday, 21st 
August 2013

saMgaIt 
kanhaopa~a
Produced by Bal 
Gandharva Sangeet 
Rasik Mandal, Pune

Written by Shri Narayan Vinayak 
Kulkarni
Directed by Shri Jayram Potdar
Music by Master Krishnarao Fhulbrikar 
& Pt. Balgandharva 
Music Guidance by Jayram Potdar

Thursday, 22nd August 2013

saMgaIt kTyaar kaLjaat GausalaI
Produced by Khalwayan, Ratnagiri
Written by Shri Purushottam Dharvekar
Directed by Shri Manohar Joshi
Music by Pt. Jitendra Abhisheki

Friday, 23rd August 2013

saMgaIt p`ItI saMgama
Produced by Mumbai Marathi 
Sahitya Sangh, Mumbai
Written by Acharya Prahlad 
Keshav Atre
Directed by Shri Arun Palav
Music by Padmashree Vasant 
Desai

20th to 23rd August 2013, 6.00 
pm each day

Entry: Entrance Cards will be available on 
16th August 2013 from 10.30 am until 
availability of entrance cards from Booking 
Counter of Nehru Centre Auditorium.



Art GalleryThe 

Nehru Centre Newsletter - April 2011 6

MAHESH  RAWAL .   P.  MAHESH  
KUMAR . AJIT  HULAMANI

Mahesh took his art education from 
Karnataka .His  pa int ings  are  
figurative compositions in acrylic on 
canvas.

P. Mahesh has had many exhibitions 
in India. His works are figurative in 
water colours with collage effects.

Ajit has secured A.M. and G.D.A. 
from Karnataka. He has participated 
in many exhibitions. His landscapes 
are in acrylic on canvas.

Tuesday 30th July to 
Monday 5th August 2013

(AC Gallery)

DEBASHREE   DATTA

Debashree’s  paintings are in acrylic 
on canvas, pen & ink and pencil on 
paper.

Tuesday 30th July to 
Monday 5th August 2013

( Circular Gallery)

Y.  ANNAPURNA   .  R. SUBHASH 
BABU   .   AMILA  REDDY  .  
A.  PRABHAKAR    .   
C.  SRIPATHI  ( WARDHAN )

Y. Annapurna received M.F.A. from 
Hyderabad. She specializes in 
depicting the colours of nature. She 
has had many shows in India.

R. Subhash Babu, a senior artist has 
secured Diploma in Fine Arts from 
College of Fine Arts, Hyderabad. He 
has had innumerable shows and has  
attended workshops and camps.

Amila has Diploma in Fine Arts from 
British Institution, Mumbai and 
M.F.A. from Karnataka University. 
She has had many shows in India. 
Her acrylic paintings are figurative 
compositions.
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Programmes for August 2013 A. Prabhakar is a self - taught artist. 
He received many awards for his 
portrait and creative compositions in 
acrylic on canvas.

C. Sripathi has received M.F.A. and 
M.M.C. degrees. He is a Master 
Craftsman in Tanjore Painting. He 
won many prestigious awards. His 
paintings are in acrylic on canvas.

Tuesday 6th August to 
Monday 12th August 2013

( AC Gallery)

YOGESH   PATIL

Yogesh has secured A.T.D. and 
G.D.A.  in  Pa int ing .  He  has  
Participated in many exhibitions and 
won awards. His paintings are 
figurative in acrylic on canvas.

Tuesday 6th August to 
Monday 12th August 2013

( Circular Gallery)

ANAND  THOMBARE

Anand took his art education from 
Kolhapur. His paintings are realistic 
figurative in acrylic and oils. He has 
had many shows to his credit.

Tuesday 13th August to 
Monday 19th August 2013

(AC Gallery)

SUNIL NIMAWAT . VIRANGANA 
SONI  . MUKESH  SHARMA  .  
DEEPIKA  MALI

Sunil has received B.A. & M.A. in 
Painting. He has had many shows. 
His paintings are with abstract 
techniques in acrylic on canvas.

Virangana has had many shows and 
attended camps. Her works are 
compositions in acrylic.

Mukesh also secured B.A. and M.A. 
in Painting from M.L.S. University, 
Rajasthan. His paintings are in 
contemporary style in acrylic and 
oils.

Deepika has B.A. and M.A. in 
Painting from M.L.S. University, 
Rajasthan. Her paintings are in black 
and white in Charcoal.

Tuesday 13th August to 
Monday 19th August 2013

( Circular Gallery)

A  GROUP  SHOW  OF  16 
PAINTERS  FROM  WEST 
BENGAL

Sixteen Painters from W. Bengal are 
exhibiting their work in different 
styles.

Tuesday 20th August to 
Monday 26th August 2013

( AC Gallery)

SUBHASH  WAGH

Subhash secured G.D.A. in Applied 
Art from Sir J. J. Institute of Applied 
Art, Mumbai. He has had many 
exhibitions in India and won many 
awards for his poster and Graphic 
designs. His abstract paintings are in 
acrylic and oils.

Tuesday 20th August to 
Monday 26th August 2013

( Circular Gallery)

Painting by Anand Thombare
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Reviews

Chatak 2013 (A Monsoon Show of Student Artists)

"IN  QUEST  OF  GREEN"   by    
RAKHEE  ROY

Rakhee studied Painting in Birla 
Institute of Liberal Arts and 
Academy of Fine Arts, Kolkata. Her 
p a i n t i n g s  a r e  f i g u r a t i v e  
compositions in acrylic on canvas. 
Her working on paintings revolves 
around environment. Her first solo 
exhibition was on Global Warming 
and its effects. She believes, her art 
evokes message and beauty.

Tuesday 27th August to 
Monday 2nd September 2013

(AC Gallery)

SUNIL  MATHAD

Sunil received G.D.A. and A.M. from 
Karnataka. He has had many 
exhibitions in India. His paintings are 
landscapes in oil and acrylic.

Tuesday 27th August to 
Monday 2nd September 2013

( Circular Gallery)

The inauguration of  “Chatak - 2013  (A Monsoon Show of Student Artists) was 
held on 27th June 2013 at the Nehru Centre Art Gallery. It was inaugurated by 
Shri S. K. Kulkarni, Director (Finance & Administration), Nehru Centre 
alongwith participating student artists. The inauguration was attended by all 
the participants as well as art lovers. The exhibition received tremendous 
response and was appreciated by innumerable art lovers.

”

The inauguration of “Chatak - 2013   
was held on 8th July 2013 at the Nehru Centre Art Gallery. It was inaugurated 
by Shri Satish Sahney, Chief Executive, Nehru Centre alongwith Smt. Sudha 
Madan, eminent painter and Shri P. R. Narvekar, one of the participating 
professional artists. The inauguration was attended by all the participants as 
well as art lovers. The exhibition received tremendous response from art lovers.

” (A Monsoon Show of Professional Artists)

Chatak 2013 (A Monsoon Show of Professional Artists)Painting by Rakhee Roy

Painting by Subhash Wagh
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DISCOVERY OF INDIA EXPOSITION

Design & Layout  : Imtiaz Kalu

Published for Nehru Centre by Srinivas Krishna Kulkarni
at Discovery of India Building, Dr. Annie Besant Road,
Worli, Mumbai - 400 018.
Tel : 2496 4676  Fax : 2497 3827 

Exposition open from 10.30 am to 5 pm  -  Every Day except Monday

TO OUR READERS

Kindly write to us if there is any discrepancy in the address  (or name). It is our aim to reach this 

publication well before the beginning of the month, to  ensure that you do not miss 

any programmes of Nehru  Centre.

NEHRU CENTRE PUBLICATIONS

BOOKS

 
MUMBAI PAST & PRESENT

WITNESS TO HISTORY

REMEMBERING EINSTEIN

INDIAN ASTRONOMY 
A Source Book

EXPLORING THE UNIVERSE: 
The Planetarium Way

SCIENCE IN INDIA: PAST & PRESENT

DISCOVERY OF INDIA 
Abridged and illustrated 

NEHRU REVISITED

RULE OF LAW IN A FREE SOCIETY

CHALLENGES TO DEMOCRACY IN INDIA

Colourful Catalogues of

1. MARIO DE MIRANDA  /2.  G. N. JADHAV

3.  ART HERITAGE OF MAHARASHTRA

4.  HAREN DAS  /  5.  PROF. P. A. DHOND

6.  COLLECTOR'S PRIDE  /  7.  K. B. KULKARNI

8.  VINAYAK S. MASOJI

9.  SAMAKALEEN (Contemporary Five Artists)

VINAYAKRAO WAGH * RAJARAM PANVALKAR

KRISHNAJI KETKAR * DATTAJIRAO DALVI

* GOVIND MALADKAR

10.  NAGESH B. SABANNAVAR

11.  NARAYAN L. SONAVADEKAR

12.  "GURU-SHISHYA" 

BABA GAJBAR & GANPATRAO WADANGEKAR

13.  D. G. KULKARNI (DIZI)

14.  MILLENNIUM SHOW

(A Century of Art from Maharashtra)

15. BALAJI TALIM & HARISH TALIM

16. S. L. HALDANKAR & G. S. HALDANKAR

17. VINAYAKRAO P. KARMARKAR

18. GOPALRAO DEUSKAR

ART FUSION 

2007 / 2008 / 2009 / 2010 / 2011 / 2012 / 2013

SANSKRUTI
CD ROM : An Aesthetics of Indian Culture 

DISCOVERY OF INDIA 
VCD Version

Set of ten greeting cards 
Based on Discovery of India Exposition

Set of five assorted  gift cards 
Designed by Handicapped children

Available at:
Discovery of India Exposition, Ground Floor, 
NEHRU CETRE, Worli, Mumbai - 400 018. Printed at M/s Trimurti Enterprises, 229, A/2, Shah & Nahar Industrial Estate, Lower Parel, 

Mumbai - 400 013. Phone : 8652666981 / 9820280366     

Editor : Srinivas Krishna Kulkarni  
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Glimpses  -  Know Your India 

STRUGGLE  FOR  FREEDOM: 

KHILAFAT AND NON-COOPERATION

POORNA SWARAJ

1927 witnessed the beginning of an upsurge more powerful than ever before. The
labour movement, students and revolutionaries brought a new force to 
nationalism. Gandhi had integrated the masses into the movement, while leaders 
like Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhash Chandra Bose brought new socialist energies 
to work for the cause of freedom.

On December 31, 1929, on the banks of the Ravi, Jawaharlal Nehru unfurled the
national Tricolour flag. 'Bandemataram' and 'Inquilab Zindabad' echoed from 
every corner. The air was charged. An intense determination filled the people and 
Nehru gave voice to the feelings in their hearts:   It is 'a crime against man and 
God to submit any longer to British rule'.

"Remember once again, now that this flag is unfurled, it must not be lowered as 
long as a single Indian, man, woman or child lives in India". - Jawaharlal Nehru.

BARDOLI SATYAGRAHA

In 1928, at Bardoli, Gujarat the peasants launched a mass protect against the 
provincial government’s decision to increase land revenue. Under the leadership 
of Vallabhbhai Patel 80,000 men and women participated in a massive no-tax, no-
revenue Satyagraha. Though the government unleashed a reign of terror, the 
peasants refused to relent. The Satyagraha triumphed and Gandhi honoured 
Patel with the title of ‘Sardar’.

INDEPENDENCE PLEDGE

The new will and termination of the people was reflected in the ‘Pledge of 
Independence’ that was adopted on 26th January, 1930 the date when civil 
disobedience was to commence.

“We believe that it is the inalienable right of the Indian people, to have freedom... 
enjoy the fruits of their toil and have the necessities of life so that they may have 
full opportunities of growth. The British Government in India has not only 
deprived the Indian people of their freedom, but has based itself on the 
exploitation of the masses, and has ruined India.. we believe that India must sever 
the British connection and attain ‘Poorna Swaraj’.  
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